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Yellowstone County Officials, Weed Board and Staff Directory 
 
 

Yellowstone Board of County Commissioners: 
John Ostlund                 P. O. Box 35000 

 Bill Kennedy      Billings, MT  59107 
 Jim Reno      Phone:  (406) 256-2701 
 
Yellowstone County Public Works Director 
 Tim Miller      P. O. Box 35024 
        Billings, MT  59107 
        Phone:  (406) 256-2735 
 
Yellowstone Co. Weed District Board of Director 
          Norman Miller, Chairman                                    3319 King Ave. East 
 William Michael, Jr.                          Billings, MT  59101   
 Monte Meredith     Phone:  (406) 256-2708 
 Hank McNeel     Fax:  (406) 254-7939 
            Clint Schmidt  
             Judy Henry 
  
 
Yellowstone County Weed Superintendent 

Jim Visser    3319 King Ave. East   
   Billings, MT  59101 

        Phone:  (406) 256-2708 
        Fax:  (406) 254-7939 
 
Yellowstone County Weed Control Staff 
      Gordon “Joe” Lockwood, Crew Forman            3319 King Ave 
       Linda Jones, Senior Secretary                                    Billings, MT  59101 
                  Phone:  (406) 256-2708 
                                                   Fax:  (406) 254-7939 
 
Note: Approximately 4 to 8 additional staff is added for seasonal/temporary positions to 
aid in the herbicide application program as well as a biological control program.  
Additionally, seasonal interns for projects such as weed inventory collections are also 
utilized. 
 
Yellowstone County Weed District operates under the guidelines set within the Montana 
State Noxious Weed Law and Yellowstone County Policy. 
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The Yellowstone County Weed District is located in the County Shop Yard located at 3319 
King Avenue East in Billings, Montana 59101. 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

A.) Yellowstone County Weed District Organization 
 

The Yellowstone County Weed District was organized under 7-22-2102 of the Montana 
Codes Annotated (MCA); and a district weed board was created under 7-22-2103 of the 
MCA.  The Board of County Commissioners selects the board members and their terms.  
The Noxious Weed Control Department falls under the umbrella of the county Public 
Works Department.  The Weed Superintendent, with guidance from the County Weed 
Board, will coordinate, plan, organize and supervise the activities of the Weed Control 
Department.  

 
Powers and Duties of the Board, 7-22-2109 MCA – 1.)  In addition to any powers or 
duties established in the resolution creating a district weed board, the board may: 

a. employ a coordinator and other employees as necessary and provide for their 
compensation; 

b. purchase chemicals, materials, and equipment and pay other operational costs as it 
determines necessary for implementing an effective weed management program.  
The costs must be paid from the noxious weed fund. 

c. Determine what chemicals, materials, or equipment may be made available to 
persons controlling weeds on their own land.  The cost for the chemicals, materials, 
or equipment must be paid by the person and collected as provided in this part. 

d. Enter into agreements with the department for the control and eradication of any 
new exotic plant species not previously established in the state which may render 
land unfit for agriculture, forestry, livestock, wildlife, or other beneficial use if the 
plant species spreads or threatens to spread into the state;  

e. Enter into agreements with the county sheriff for the use of inmate labor for weed 
management under this part through a county jail work program that is authorized 
under 7-32-225 through 7-32-2227; 

f. Enter into cost-share agreements for noxious weed management; 
g. Enter into agreements with commercial applicators, as defined in 80-8-102, for the 

control of noxious weeds; and  
h. Perform other activities relating to weed management. 
 

2.) The board shall: 
a. administer the district’s noxious weed management program; 
b. establish management criteria for noxious weeds on all land within the district; and  
c. make all reasonable efforts to develop and implement a noxious weed management 

program covering all land within the district owned or administered by a federal 
agency. 
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B. Overview of Yellowstone County Weed Control 
 

Yellowstone County is not alone in the war on Noxious Weeds in Montana.  
Noxious Weeds have become established and are rapidly spreading in Yellowstone 
County and the entire state.  It is Yellowstone County’s intent to comply with the 
Noxious Weed Law as set forth in the Montana Weed Management Act, Title 7, 
Chapter 22, Sections 2101 through 2153 of Montana Codes Annotated.  (See Attached 
Montana County Noxious Weed Control Act and Administrative Rules) 

The Yellowstone County Weed District has developed this plan for the control of 
Noxious Weeds in Yellowstone County.  Noxious Weeds are non-native plants that 
have become established or that may be introduced in the state.  These Noxious 
Weeds may render land unfit for agriculture, forestry, livestock, wildlife, or other 
beneficial uses.  These plants are designated as “Noxious” by rule of the Montana 
Department of Agriculture or as a District Noxious Weed by the Yellowstone County 
Weed Board. 

  
Integrated Weed Management Program (IWM) - Yellowstone County Weed 

District maintains and recognizes that sustainable and cost effective weed 
management on rangeland will require an integrated approach.  Integrated weed 
management includes procedures that reduce weed population numbers, reduce 
weed vigor, and increase competitiveness of desirable species. 

Herbicide applications are an effective way to reduce weed populations, however 
compatibility with biological control insects will depend on herbicide rates and timing 
of application and size of infestation.  Also taking into consideration the density of 
existing competitive vegetation and soil type and temperature.  Yellowstone County 
Weed Department will identify the Noxious Weed problems, their location, 
infestation levels and utilize the guidelines set forth in this management plan to 
control those noxious weeds.  The IWM program will also consider all environmental, 
public, and other agency concerns. 

Noxious Weed Management on lands owned privately, by state, or by federal 
agencies not contracted with Yellowstone County Weed Control will be by the owner 
of that property.  If the landowner has a noxious weed problem a 3-year Noxious 
Weed Management Plan must be submitted to the Yellowstone County Weed Board 
for approval.  This plan must follow within the guidelines of the County Noxious 
Weed Management Plan. 
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Noxious Weed Management Plan 
Yellowstone County 
Billings, Montana 

 
 

History 
 
 Yellowstone County levied its first budget for weed, rodent and insect control in 1939.  Since 
this time, the weed board deals mainly with noxious weed control and adopted its first weed 
management plan in 1994, which is on file at the Yellowstone County Weed Department. 
 Yellowstone County is the 23rd largest county in the state of Montana and encompasses 
approximately 1,695,240 acres of land or 2,648 square miles located in the southcentral area of the 
state.  It is bordered on the north by Musselshell, Rosebud and Golden Valley Counties, to the west by 
Stillwater and Carbon Counties, to the south by Big Horn County and Crow Indian Reservation and to 
the east by Treasure County. 
 There are three incorporated cities in the county.  They are Billings – population 91,750; Laurel 
– population 6,255 and Broadview – population 187.  There are ten towns in Yellowstone County; 
Commanche, Acton, Shepherd, Huntley, Worden, Ballantine, Nibbe, Pompey’s Pillar, Custer and 
Hesper.  Total population including rural areas is approximately 129,352, which reflects a 14.05% 
increase since 1990. Yellowstone County is currently the largest county by population in the state. 
 Right-of-Way Statistics - Yellowstone County right-of-ways consist of, county roads - 296 
miles paved and 809 miles of gravel and approximately 600 miles of subdivision roads.  State 
highways encompass approximately 95 miles of 4-lane interstate and 418 miles of 2-lane secondary 
and Frontage Roads.  Montana Rail Link and Burlington Northern/Santa Fe railways have an active 
weed control program in place for 140 miles of railroad right-of-way within the county. 
 Soils of Yellowstone County – Soil mapping was completed in the 1972 soil survey by the 
Soil Conservation Service.  Razor Creek area was digitized on G.I.S. in 1991.  The rest of the county 
soils are currently digitized.  There are 14 major soil types out of the 166 soil types in Yellowstone 
County.  They include: 
 

1.) Bainville-Elso-McRae   8.)  Miggina-Absarokee 
2.) Cushamn-Bainville    9.)  McRai-Lohmiller-Keiser 
3.) Worland-Bainville-Travessilla           10.) Vanada-McKinzie-Arvada 
4.) Bainville-Travessilla-Rock Land           11.) Halverson 
5.) Wormser-Lavina-Razer            12.) Bew-Allentine 
6.) Pierre-Lismas-Kyle             13.) Wanetta-Keiser 
7.) Midway-Heldt              14.) Danvers 
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Weed Management Criteria – The following criteria apply to management of noxious weeds 
in Yellowstone County.  Noxious Weeds in Yellowstone County are those declared “noxious” by the 
Weed Board and are prioritized accordingly.  These weeds will be managed to achieve two effects:  1)  
limit and prevent the spread of noxious weeds from existing infestations to uninfested sites and 2)  to 
eventually reduce the overall size of the existing infestations.  The following weeds exist in the county 
and have been declared “noxious” in Yellowstone County by the Yellowstone County Weed Board: 

 
 

 
  

 

Priority 
1A 

 

These weeds are not present in Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication if detected; education; 
and prevention. 

- Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) 
 

 

Priority 
1B 

 

These weeds have limited presence in Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication or containment 
and education. 

- Dyer’s woad  (Isatis tinctoria) 
- Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus) 
- Japanese knotweed complex (Polygonum spp.) 
- Purple loosestrife (Lythrum spp.) 
- Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea)  
- Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 
- Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) 
- Curlyleaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus)   
 

 

Priority 
2A 

 

These weeds are common in isolated areas of Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication or 
containment where less abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts. 

- Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 
- Meadow hawkweed complex  (Hieracium spp.) 
- Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) 
- Tall buttercup (Ranunculus acris) 
- Perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) 
- Yellowflag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
- Blueweed (Echium vulgare) 
- Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana) 
 

 

Priority 
2B 

 

These weeds are abundant in Montana and widespread in many counties.  Management criteria will require 
eradication or containment where less abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts. 

- Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) 
- Field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) 
- Leafy spurge  (Euphorbia esula) 
- Whitetop (Cardaria draba) 
- Russian kapweed (Centaurea repens) 
- Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe or  maculosa) 
- Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) 
- Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) 
- St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) 
- Sulfur cinquefoil (Potentilla recta) 
- Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) 
- Oxeye daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum or Leucanthemum  vulgare) 
- Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale) 
- Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris)  
- Saltcedar (Tamarix spp.) 
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Priority 
3 

Regulated Plants:  (NOT MONTANA LISTED NOXIOUS WEEDS)  
These regulated plants have the potential to have significant negative impacts.  The plant may not be 
intentionally spread or sold other than as a contaminant in agricultural products.  The state recommends 
research, education and prevention to minimize the spread of the regulated plant.                                                     

- Cheatgrass  (Bromus tectorum)  
- Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata)  
- Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) 
 

 
COUNTY DESIGNATED 

 
Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum L.)  Western Water Hemlock (Cicuta douglasii) 
Puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris L.)   Common Teasel (Dipsacus fullonum L.) 
Common Mullein (Verbascum thapsus L.)    
 
In addition to the State Declared Noxious Weed list, each county weed district can declare additional 
non-native plants to be noxious within the county.  The Weed Board in Yellowstone County declares 
the above weeds noxious. 
 
 

 
MONTANA STATE NOXIOUS WEED LAW 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 

 Yellowstone County recognizes the Montana State Weed Law and is committed to the effective 
management and eradication of state and county declared noxious weeds.  The county assists the 
public and landowners as to their responsibility of controlling noxious weeds.  The county continues to 
upgrade programs to better manage weed problems on a large scale including county, state and federal 
lands.  Noxious weeds have a negative impact on nearly all aspects of life in Yellowstone County from 
aesthetics to actual loss of dollars.  Yellowstone County encompasses nearly 2,648 of square miles, 
therefore, financial constraints must be considered.  This plan is developed to address management 
criteria for the Yellowstone County Weed Board and Yellowstone County Commissioners’ review and 
adoption. 
 
The following Act reflects County Weed Board responsibility and authority: 
 

COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL ACT 
Title 7, Chapter 22 

Sections 7-22-2101 through 7-22-2153 
MCA Amended 2001 

 
 
 
 

(Please refer to the attached Montana County Noxious Weed Control Act and Administrative 
Rules) 

 



 8

 
GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

 
 

 The Yellowstone County Weed District has developed goals and priorities in conjunction with 
the County Noxious Weed Control Act, Title 7, Chapter 22 Montana Codes Annotated 2001, 
Administrative Rules 4.5.201 through 4.5.203 State of Montana, Department of Agriculture. 
 
1. District supervisor and staff shall be available for programs in noxious weed education and 

IPM (integrated pest management) to all groups in the District. 
 
2. The Weed District shall establish effective weed management criteria for all Priority 1A &1B, 

2A &2B, Priority 3, and county designated noxious weeds within the boundaries of 
Yellowstone County. 

 
3. The Weed District shall enter into written agreements with all state and federal agencies with 

land holdings in the District.  The agreement should include education, mapping and control 
measures for noxious weeds present on property under agency jurisdiction.  MOU’s will be 
signed by Weed Board Chairman. 

 
4. The Weed District shall continue to chemically control noxious weeds on county rights-of-way. 
 
5. Assist landowners in forming cooperative weed management groups to organize and carry out 

their plans.  This includes weed trust fund applications as weed district resources allow.  
Landowner involvement is vital to the success of any landowner’s group grants.  The Board 
will determine area committee powers.  The Board shall meet with area committees when 
discrepancies arise. 

 
6. Promote professional, well-educated staff and high quality information and educational 

materials on weed management, using all available resources. 
 
7. Assist with biological control research and releases. 
 
8. Take all necessary action including weed law enforcement and posting to control the noxious 

weed spread in Yellowstone County. 
 
9. Attend yearly crew training covering environmental and chemical issues including safety. 
 
10. The Weed District shall continue to contract with the appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies for the spraying of the noxious weeds upon its properties. 
 
11. Upon request, if resources are available, the Weed District will contract and carry out work for 

additional agencies or private landowners under enforcement action. 
 
12. Target eradication for Priority 1A /1B and 2A noxious weeds wherever possible and/or 

feasible. 
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13. The Weed Board shall take timely action on administrative hearings and appeals whenever a 

person is adversely affected by a notice, action or order of the District Board or Supervisor and 
the Board shall follow procedures set forth in Sec. 7-22-2110. 

 
14. Gravel pits and piles belonging to Yellowstone County and private ownership shall be targeted 

for noxious weed eradication.  The Board, in cooperation with DEQ, requires that all new 
gravel pits be inspected by Weed Department personnel and a noxious weed management plan 
completed before gravel is removed. Closures may take effect if compliance is not obtained.  
(See attached) 

 
15. Abandoned pits shall be reseeded according to a State/District approved revegetation plan.  The 

Department of Environmental Quality will be involved in all revegetation recommendations.  
Revegetation will be administered under the guidelines set forth in weed law enforcement. 

 
16. Any state agency or local government unit approving a mine, major facility, transmission line, 

solid waste facility, highway, subdivision, or any other development resulting in significant 
disturbance of land within the District shall notify the Board to obtain a revegetation and 
management plan prior to disturbance. 

 
17. All personnel of local, state, and federal agencies operating within the District shall be 

encouraged to promote noxious weed management and education and devise and implement 
effective noxious weed management practices. 

 
18. Mapping of noxious weeds shall progress as time and money permit.  All agencies as well as 

private landowners shall be encouraged to participate in area mapping. 
 
19. The District shall continue to have a licensed Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage inspector on the 

premises in cooperation with the Yellowstone County Extension Department. 
 
20. By Board approval, alternative management criteria may be set in conjunction with grant 

involvement or special management zones. 
 
21. All subdivisions within Yellowstone County will be inspected by weed department personnel 

and a 3-year noxious weed management plan must be completed before approval by the Board 
of County Commissioners.  (See attached) 
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METHODS OF WEED CONTROL 

 
1. PREVENTION:  The practice of not allowing noxious weeds to become established.  

Prevention is the most effective, economical and desired weed control practice.  Practices 
include the use of certified seed, the of weed seed free hay, the use of clean gravel, soil and fill 
dirt, maintaining fence rows, irrigation ditches and all non-crop areas weed free.  Always 
reseed areas that have been disturbed. 

 
2. CULTURAL CONTROL: The integration of components to minimize the impact of weeds.  

Selecting manageable fields, rotating crops, disrupting weed life cycles, planting competitive 
crops and altering planting dates. 

 
3. MECHANICAL:  Using methods to physically remove target weeds.  Cultivation, hoeing, 

hand pulling, and mowing are commonly used.  The use of cultivation is usually limited to 
farm/crop land and must be persistently cultivated to control perennial weed species. 

 
4. BIOLOGICAL:  Involves the introduction and establishment of selected natural enemies of a 

particular weed species.  This may include insects, fungi, and diseases that attack the target 
weed while not affecting desirable species.  Effective biocontrol depends on the use of several 
insects that attack different plant parts.  Effective biocontrol should increase as insects become 
more available. 

 
5. CHEMICAL CONTROL: The use of herbicides to control noxious weeds.  Chemical control 

is the most commonly used method of weed control.  If used properly and according to label 
directions, herbicides are a very effective means of control.  Although chemicals can be 
expensive, they are still one of the most economic methods of control once weeds become 
established. 

 
6. INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT: One control method itself seldom provides 

complete control.  Integrated pest management (IPM), is approaching weed control by 
combining two or more methods to improve results.  The Yellowstone County Weed District 
provides a sound IPM approach, with detailed involvement in all methods of weed control. 
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NOXIOUS WEEDS IN MONTANA 

(Detection and Prevention) 
Priority 1A Species 

YELLOW STARTHISTLE (Centaurea solstitialis):  It was introduced from Europe. 
  

Growth Habit: Annual, 2 to 3 feet tall. 
Leaves: Bluish green, basal leaves are deeply lobed while upper leaves are entire and pointed. 
Stems: Has rigid branching, winged stems covered with a cottony pubescence. 
Flowers: Flower heads are yellow, located singly on ends of branches, and armed with sharp 
straw-colored thorns up to ¾ inch long. 
Fruit: Ray flowered are dark-colored without bristles, while fruits from disk flowers are lighter 
and have a tuft of white bristles. 
Roots: Taproot. 
Other: “Chewing disease” results when horses are forced to eat this due to lack of forage. 

 
Priority 1B Species 
 
DYER’S WOAD (Isatis tinctoria L.):  Dyer’s Woad is part of the mustard family, and was 
introduced from Europe during colonial times.  

 
Growth Habit:  Biennial or perennial up to 3 ft. tall. Spreads by seed.  Rosette formed 1st year, 
flowering stem elongates 2nd year. 
Leaves: Basal rosette leaves are long with soft fine hairs.  Stem leaves alternate, have short 
basal lobes clasping the stem and without hair. 
Stems:  Woody, upper portion is branched. 
Flowers:  Small, yellow, 4 petals 1/8-inch across. 
Seeds:  Plant has many, slightly pear-shaped, winged, black seed pods ½ inch long that hang 
like ornaments.  Each pod contains one seed. 
Other:  Formerly cultivated in Europe as a source of blue dye. 

 
FLOWERING RUSH ( Butomus umbellatus ):  Flowering Rush is a native of Europe and Asia. 
 

Growth Habit: Perennial, erect, up to 3’ tall.  Reproduces by seed and vegetative spread of its 
rootstock; mainly an aquatic plant. 
Leaves:  Rise from the base of the plant; about 3’ long and ½ “ wide; they are triangular and 
have smooth edges; limp in water, erect on land. 
Stems:  The stem grows taller than the leaves and is triangular in cross section. 
Flowers:  They are ½ - 1” long; grow in umbrella shaped clusters and each individual flower 
has 3 whitish pink petals; fruits are 1/4'” and is the seed capsule. 
Roots:  Roots are very thick and can break off and form new plants. 
Other:  It is an aquatic plant that can grow as an emergent along shorelines and as a submersed 
plant in lakes and rivers. 
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KNOTWEED COMPLEX (Japanese, Giant, and Himalayan not Prostrate Knotweed) 
(Polygonum cuspidatum, sachalinense & polystachyum): It is a native of Europe and Asia. 
 

Growth Habit: Herbaceous, shrub-like perennial that grows to heights in excess of 10 feet. 
Grows in riparian areas, upland sites, irrigation ditches and road right-of-ways.   
Leaves:  6” long & 3-4” wide; broadly oval to triangular; pointed at tip; alternate on stem. 
Stems:  Smooth (bamboo-like), stout and swollen at the joints where leafs join the stem.  Stems 
are hollow but may be water-filled depending upon soil moisture levels and where it’s growing. 
Flowers:  Small, pale greenish-white flowers. 
Roots:  Rhizomes may extend 30’ in length.   
Seeds:  Seeds are triangular, shiny and very small (about 1/10” long). 
Other:  Buds along length of rhizome develop into new stems depending on environmental & 
cultural conditions.  Digging around base of established plants encourages new vegetative buds 
to develop along rhizome system.  It’s spread by sprouts from rhizomes of established plants & 
by sprouts arising from stems that have been severed from mother plant.  Seeds aren’t viable 
outside its native range. 

 
PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE Lythrum salicaria): Purple loosestrife is an aquatic native to Europe. 
 
 Growth Habit: A hardy perennial that can grow over 8 feet in height in height. 

Leaves: Are usually opposite, narrow and elongated with smooth edges and attached directly to 
the stem. 
Stems: A stiff four-sided stem. 
Flower: Has 5 or 6 purple-magenta petals that develop on a spike closely attached to the stem. 
Roots: Woody taproot with fibrous root system that forms a dense mat. 
Other: A mature plant can produce over 1,000,000 tiny seeds in one growing season.  This 
weed rapidly displaces habitat and feed for wildlife.  New plants can develop from broken off 
plant parts. 

 
RUSH SKELETONWEED (Chondrilla juncea L.):  Rush Skeletonweed was introduced from 
Europe and is primarily spread by wind. 
 

Growth Habit:  Perennial, erect to 4 ft. tall 
Leaves: Basal rosette leaves – sharply toothed lance-shaped (dandelion like).  Upper leaves – 
inconspicuous, narrow, smooth margins. 
Stems:  Bottom 4 to 6 inches has numerous, red, downward bent coarse hairs.  Stems smooth 
above, many branched. 
Flowers:  Yellow, ¾ inch wide, scattered on branches.  7 to 15 strap-shaped petals are flat 
across the end terminating with distinct lobes or teeth. 
Seeds:  Pale brown to black, 1/8 inch long, several ribbed, smooth below with tiny scale 
projections above, terminated by a long beak with numerous soft white bristles.  Have potential 
to produce 20,000 seeds. 
Other:  Part of the Sunflower family. 
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EURASIAN WATERMILFOIL (Myriophyllum spicatum):  Is a submersed vascular plant that has 
the ability to reproduce from fragments and spread rapidly.  Has a high growth rate in a range of 
temperatures and environmental conditions. 
 
 Growth Habit:  Tendency to reach the surface and form extensive mats of plant at the surface. 
 Leaves:  Usually closely-spaced leaves attached in whorls of four, but sometimes 3-5, are limp  

when out of water, typically has 12 to 21 pairs of leaflets.   
Stems: Long branching stems near the surface. 
Flowers:  Small reddish flowers in mid summer. 
Other:    Can grow up to 15 feet long. 

 
SCOTCH BROOM (Cytisus scoparius):  It is a native of southern Europe and northern Africa. 

 
Growth Habit: Perennial evergreen shrub that reaches heights of 6-10’.  Found in places such 
as pastures, vacant lands, harvested timberlands and along roadsides and right-of-ways. 
Leaves:  Mostly trifoliate with ½” long alfalfa-like leaflets. 
Stems: Stems are strongly angled and dark green; branches spread slightly from the main stem. 
Flowers:  Flowers are bright yellow. pea-like, 1” in length and borne in seed axils. 
Seeds:  Brown seed pods are smooth (except for hair along the margin), flattened, and contain 
several bean-like seeds. 
Other:  Reproduces primarily by seed; when mature, the seedpods split and eject seeds up to 
20’ away.  Over 10,000 seeds can be produced per plant and they can remain viable in the soil 
for 5-60 years.  Seeds are toxic to humans, horses and livestock. 
 

CURLY LEAF POND WEED (Potamogeton crispus):  It is a native of Eurasia, Africa, and 
Austrilia. 
 Growth Habit: Aquatic invasive found in alkaline and high nutrient waters, tolerates low              
            water temperatures and low light conditions. 
 Leaves: Reddish green leaves, oblong and about 3 inches long with finely toothed wavy edges. 
 Stems: Stems are 1 to 3 feet in length and are flat and reddish brown in color. 
 Flowers:  
 Seeds: Does produce seed but mainly spreads by burr-like winter buds called turions 
 Other: Forms surface mats that become a problem for recreation, decaying plant material from  
            this species can increase nutrients thus creating algal blooms. 
 
Priority 2A Species 
 
 
TANSY RAGWORT (Senecio jacobaea L.):   Arrived via seaports from Europe in the early 1900s. 

 
Growth Habit: Biennial or short-lived perennial, erect, branched near top.  Reproduces by 
seed only. 
Leaves:  Alternate, deeply lobed with irregular margins, terminal lobe larger than lateral ones, 
cobwebby hairs in early growth stages. 
Stems:  Simple, usually single, to 6 ft. tall. 
Flowers:  Flower heads yellow, numerous, in clusters, about 1 inch in diameter. 
Seeds:  Small, striped, with a protrusion at one end. 
Other:  Toxic to cattle and horses producing irreversible liver damage. 
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MEADOW HAWKWEED COMPLEX (Hieracium pratense, H. floribundum, H. piloselloides):  
There are about eleven species of highly invasive hawkweeds that were introduced to North America 
from Europe about 30 years ago. 

 
Growth Habit:  Perennial, erect to 12 inches tall. 
Leaves: Lance-shaped, hairy, leaves are basal, occasionally 1 to 2 small leaves on stem. 
Stems:  Erect, bristly, terminate in an umbel of flower. 
Flowers:  5 to 30 per plant, yellow petals. 
Other:  entire plant contains a milky juice.  

 
ORANGE HAWKWEED (Hieracium aurantiacum):  Introduced from Europe 
 
 Growth Habit: Fibrous rooted perennial herb up to 12 inches tall. 
 Leaves: Leaves are basal, occasionally with 1 or 2 small leaves. 
 Stems: Bristly stems. Contains a milky juice. 

Flowers: It has 5 to 30 flower heads, each in a compact umbelliform inflorescence.  The strap-
shaped flowers are red-orange with notched tips.  Yellow hawkweed (H. pratense Tausch) is 
similar in appearance to orange hawkweed. 
Roots: Fibrous roots, rhizomes.   

 
TALL BUTTERCUP (Ranunculus acris L.):   Tall Buttercup was introduced from Europe. 

 
Growth Habit:  Perennial forb up to 3 feet tall. 
Leaves: Leaves are dense, hairy and are deeply lobed into 3 to 5 segments with each segment 
lobed again.  Decrease in size upward on the stem. 
Stems:  Branched, hairy stems. 
Flowers:  Single, glossy-yellow flowers in loose clusters. ¾ to 1 inch in diameter with a 
greenish center. 
Other:  Poisonous to cattle 

 
PERENNIAL PEPPERWEED (Lepidium latifolium L.):  A native of southern Europe and western 
Asia.  Forty percent of its total biomass is underground. 
 
 Growth Habit:  Perennial, 1 to over 3 feet in height. 
 Leaves:  Lanceolate, bright green to gray-green, entire to toothed, basal leaves larger than  

upper leaves. 
Flower:  White, in dense clusters near ends of branches, very small. 
Seeds:  2 per fruit, rounded, flattened, slightly hairy, about 1/16 inch long, and reddish-brown. 
Other:  Deep-seated rootstocks. 

 
YELLOW FLAG IRIS (Iris pseudacorus):  Only yellow iris in the U.S.   
 
 Growth Habit:  Perennial , 2 to 3 ft. tall. 
 Leaves:  leaves erect with upper part arching; leaves flattened, arising in a fan from the soil;  

raised midrib; sword-like, fine-pointed; 3-4 feet in height. 
Stems:  One to several yellow flowers on a robust stalk. 
Flowers:  3 in. wide; large, showy, pale to deep yellow; several flowers on each stem; patterns  
of delicate light-brownish to purple veins or flecks. 
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 Other:  Fruit is 6-angled, oblong capsule, about 2" (5 cm) long. 
 Roots:  Rhizominous. Is spread by broken rhizomes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLUEWEED (Echium vulgare):  Blueweed is a native of Europe. 
 

Growth Habit: Biennial, erect, up to 2 ½ ’ tall.  Spread by seed.  Seeds are produced through 
pollination as this plant has male and female parts.  
Leaves:  Long, with white spots and long hairs; 2-6 inches long, 1 ¼ - 1 ½ inches wide; leaves 
become smaller towards top of the stem 
Stems:  Multiple stems arising from the main one; long hairs present 
Flowers:  Brilliant blue to purplish color; 7-12 mm long; they are fairly long and resemble 
funnel; they also have hairs on them. 
Roots:  Roots grow deep into sandy or disturbed soil and grow in tufts. 
Other: Introduced for its medicinal uses (relieves fevers & headaches) and for its pretty flower.   

 
HOARY ALYSSUM (Berteroa incana):  Hoary Alyssum is a native of Europe and Asia. 
 

Growth Habit: Can be an annual, winter annual or short-lived perennial.  It reproduces by 
seed.  See below for more on growth. 
Leaves:  Leaves are oblong, grayish-green and covered with rough hairs. 
Stems:  The stems are grayish-green, hairy, 1-3’ tall with many branches near top. 
Flowers:  They are white with four deeply divided petals. 
Seeds:  Pods are round to oblong in shape (5-9mm long, 3-4 mm wide), slightly flattened, 
hairy, and swollen with a short beak or point on the end. 
Other:  Commonly found in closely grazed pasture, drought-stressed meadows, abandoned  
fields and along roadsides.  It is well adapted to dry conditions, particularly in areas with sandy 
to gravelly soil.  It can be poisonous to horses. 

 
Priority 2B Species 
 
 
CANADA THISTLE (Cirsium arvense): Canada thistle is a native of Eurasia. 
 
 Growth Habit: Perennial, erect, up to 4 feet tall. 

Leaves: Light to dark green, oblong or lance shaped, alternate, deeply cut, tipped with 
yellowish spines, and the underside is downy-white and slightly hairy. 
Stems: Hollow, smooth to slightly hairy, branched at top. 
Flowers: Small bristly clusters, 3/8 to 5/8 inch in diameter, vary from white to lavender to deep 
rose purple.  Plants are male or female. 
Roots: Extensive, fleshy, creeping rootstocks. 
Seeds: Smooth, light to dark brown, tipped by a cupped conical point, approximately 1/8” long. 
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Other: Can develop from root fragments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIELD BINDWEED (Convolvulus arvensis): Field bindweed was introduced from Europe. 
  

Growth Habit: Perennial, extensive root system, often climbing or forms dense tangled mats. 
Leaves: Alternate, more or less arrowhead-shaped, pointed or blunt lobes at the base. 
Stems: Prostrate, 1 to 4 feet long. 
Flowers: Bell or trumpet shaped, white to pinkish, approximately 1 inch in diameter with 2 
small bracts located 1 in below flower.  Flowering period from late June until frost in the fall. 
Fruit: Small, round capsule, usually 4-seeded.  Seeds remain viable for up to 50 years. 
Roots: Long, deep taproot can penetrate soil up to 10 ft & gives rise to long lateral roots. 

 
LEAFY SPURGE (Euphorbia esula):  Brought to the U.S. from Eurasia about 1897. 
 

Growth Habit: Perennial, erect, up to 3’ tall, spreading by seed or creeping roots. 
Leaves:  Alternate, long, narrow, ¼” wide and 2” long, usually drooping 
Stems:  Branched near top, hairless. 
Flowers:  Large heart shaped floral leaves which turn yellow-green near maturity. 
Roots:  Brown, numerous pink buds, deep, spreading, very persistent.  Root growth may 
exceed 30 feet in depth. 
Other:  Grows in nearly all soil types and habitats.  Seed is thrown up to 20’ by exploding seed 
capsule.  A white, milky latex exists in all parts of plant; this can produce blisters & dermatitis 
in humans, cattle and horses; it may cause permanent blindness if rubbed into eyes; protection 
is needed when handling. It is a very aggressive and “hard to kill” weed once established 
 

WHITETOP OR HOARY CRESS (Cardaria draba):  Introduced from Europe late in the 19th 
Century. 
 
 Growth Habit:  Perennial herb, up to 24” tall, erect, becoming lodged with age. 

Leaves: Alternate, lance-shaped & irregular, grayish green, base of upper leaves clasping stem. 
Stems: Stout, branched toward top. 
Flowers: Small, white, 4 petals; numerous flower branches and dense flowers give plant a 
dense, white, flat-topped appearance. 
Roots: Extensive horizontally and vertically, frequent shoots arising from root stocks.  Root 
pieces can start new plants. 
Seeds: Two small reddish-brown flat, granular, egg-shaped seeds in heart-shaped pods. 
Other: Flowers early (April and May), reproduces by seeds, root stocks and creeping roots. 
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RUSSIAN KNAPWEED (Centaurea repens): It is a perennial invader from Eurasia. 

 
Growth Habit: Perennial herb, up to 3 feet tall, erect, may be in dense clumps.  Grayish color. 
Leaves:  Alternate, simple, of several types: Upper leaves - small, narrow, unbroken edges; 
Stem leaves – intermediate in size, slight toothed margins; Basel leaves – deeply notched. 
Stems:  Numerous branched, each ending with a single flower. 
Flower Head: Single, terminal, white or pink to lavender-blue, thistle like, scaly seed head.  
Greenish to straw-colored bracts surround the base of the seed head.   
Roots:  Dark brown to black and heavily scaled.  Roots grow to a depth of 23 feet. 
Seeds:  Flat, ivory colored, retained in cup shaped seed heads. Have plume-falls off at maturity. 
Other: Leaves & stems covered with short stiff hairs giving plant an appearance of knapweed.  
Spread by seeds and creeping rootstocks.  Russian knapweed causes chewing disease in horses. 

 
SPOTTED KNAPWEED (Centaurea maculosa):  Spotted knapweed is a native of Europe. 
 

Growth Habit: Biennial or short lived perennial, up to 3 feet tall.  Rosette formed first year, 
flowering stalk elongates second year. 
Leaves:  Long and divided below, short and narrow above.  Covered with fine hair. 

 Stems:  Erect with slender wiry branches.  Covered with fine hair. 
Flowers:  Seed heads are mostly on branched tips, solitary, to 1” in diameter.  Flowers are 
usually purple, occasionally white.  Seed head bracts are stiff, black tipped, with a dark 
comblike fringe of short feathery appendages. 

 Roots:  Taproot not well developed. 
Seeds:  Brownish, 1/8” long, notched on one side of base, short tuft of bristles at tip end.  Each 
plant produces from 400 to 25,000 seeds. 
Other:  Very aggressive, can infest large areas quickly, offers little big game or livestock 
forage value. 

 
DIFFUSE KNAPWEED (Centaurea diffusa): Diffuse knapweed is a native of Eurasia. 
 

Growth Habit: Is an annual, biennial or short-lived perennial that can grow to a height of 3 
feet. 
Leaves:  Grayish-green, alternate, basal leaves whorled, upper leaves much reduced.  Covered 
with fine hair. 
Stems:  Hairy, erect, single main stem from a rootstock, branched near or above the base and 
has a bush appearance. 
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Flowers:  Solitary, usually white, sometimes pink, rose or lavender.  Bracts surrounding the 
flower are yellowish-green with a light brown margin.  The upper part of each bract narrows 
into a short, stiff spine. 

 Roots:  Elongated taproot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DALMATIAN TOADFLAX (Linaria dalmatica): Dalmatian toadflax is a native to the 
Mediterranean region. 
 
 Growth Habit: Woody perennial, tall, erect, 2 to 4 feet tall. 
 Leaves: Pale to light green, alternate, broad, heart-shaped, clasping the stem. 
 Stems: Branching, light green, smooth and leafy. 

Flowers: Snapdragon type, bright yellow, tinged with orange, to 1 and ½: long with spur, born 
in upper leaf axils. 
Roots: Vigorous, deep and extensive, creeping roots. 
Seeds: Numerous, irregularly angled, produced in a pod. 
Other: Spread by seed and creeping roots. 

 
ST. JOHNSWORT (Hypericum perforatum): St. Johnswort, originally from Europe, is frequently 
found in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
 Growth Habit: A perennial reproducing by seeds or short runners. 

Leaves: Leaves are opposite, sessile, entire, elliptic to oblong, not over 1 inch long, covered 
with transparent dots. 
Stems: Stems are 1 to 3 feet high, erect, with numerous branches, somewhat 2-ridged, rust-
colored, woody at their base. 
Flowers: Flowers are ¾ inch in diameter, bright yellow, numerous in flat-topped cymes, with 5 
separate petals with occasional minute black dots around the edges.  Petals are twice as long as 
the sepals.  Stamens are numerous, arranged in 3 groups. 
Seeds: Seed pods are ¼ inch long, rust-brown, 3-celled capsules, each with numerous seeds. 
Other: A toxin may cause irritation on certain animals. 

 
SULFUR CINQUEFOIL (Potentilla recta): Sulfur cinquefoil is an introduced perennial weed that 
has infested large acreage or range and pasture in Western Montana. 
 
 Growth Habit: Perennial, 1 to 1 and ½ feet tall, with well developed rootstocks. 

Leaves: Palmately compound with 5 to 7 toothed leaflets on each leaf.  Leaves that are sparsely 
hairy appear green on the underside rather than silvery as in many Potentilla species. 
Stems: Long hairs growing at right angles to the leafstalk and stem. 
Flowers: Light yellow with 5 petals, each flower producing numerous single-seeded oval 
achenes.  Flowering occurs from May to July. 
Roots: Taproot; woody rootstock. 
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COMMON TANSY (Tanacetum vulgare):  Common tansy is a native of Europe and became 
established in the U.S. when introduced as an ornamental and for medicinal purposes. 
 
 Growth Habit: A perennial reproducing from seeds and rootstalks. 

Leaves: Leaves are alternate, deeply divided into numberous narrow, toothed segments. 
Stems: Stems are 1 ½ to 6 feet tall. 
Flowers: Yellow flower heads, ¼ to ½ inch across, are numerous in flat-topped dense clusters. 
Seeds: Seeds are yellowish-brown with short 5-toothed crowns. 
Other: It is undesirable as forage for livestock, but it has long been used as a medicinal herb. 

 
 
OX-EYE DAISY (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum L.)   It is a native of Eurasia. 
 
 Growth Habit: An erect rhizomatous perennial. 

Leaves: Leaves progressively reduce in size upward on stem.  Basal and lower stem leaves are 
oblanceolate to narrowly obovate, 2 to 5 inches long including the petiole, margin crenate to 
lobed or parted.  Upper leaves become sessile and merely toothed. 
Stems: 10 to 24 inches tall, glabrous to sparsely hairy. 
Flowers: Flowering heads are solitary at the ends of branches, about 1 ½ inches long.  Fruits 
have about 10 ribs. 
Other: Flower heads having white ray flowers and yellow disk flowers.  Flowering occurs 
from June through August and is often transplanted as an ornamental. 

 
HOUNDSTONGUE (Cynoglossum officinale L.) Introduced from Europe, Houndstongue forms a 
rosette the first year and sends up a flowering stalk the second year. 
  

Growth Habit: A biennial reproducing from seed. 
Leaves: Leaves are alternate, 1 to 12 inches long, 1 to 3 inches wide, rough, hairy, and lacking 
teeth or lobes. 

 Stems: 1 to 4 feet tall 
Flowers: Reddish-purple and terminal.  The fruit is composed of 4 prickly nutlets each about 
1/3 inch long. 
Other: Houndstongue is toxic, containing pyrrolizidine alkaloids, causing liver cells to stop 
reproducing.  The nutlets break apart at maturity and cling to clothing or animals. 

 
YELLOW TOADFLAX  (Linaria vulgaris Mill.):  Introduced from Eurasia as an ornamental. Has 
an extensive creeping root system makes this plant difficult to control. 
 
 Growth Habit: Creeping Perennial, 1 to 2 ft. tall. 
 Leaves:  Pale green, numerous, narrow, pointed at both ends, 2 ½ or more inches long. 
 Flowers:  1 inch long with a bearded, orange throat. 
 Seeds:  Dark brown to black, 1/12 inch in diameter, flattened with a papery circular wing. 
 Other:  Fruit is round, ¼ inch in diameter, brown, 2-celled, with many seeds. 
 
TAMARISK [SALT CEDAR] (Tamarix spp.):  Introduced from Eurasia.  
  

Growth Habit: Deciduous or evergreen shrubs or small trees, 5 to 20 feet tall. 
 Leaves: Leaves are small and scale-like, on highly branched slender stems. 
 Stems: Bark on saplings and  smooth, woody stems is reddish-brown. 



 20

 Flowers: Pink to white, 5-petalled and borne in finger-like clusters. 
Other: Used as ornamentals, but have escaped and become naturalized along streams, canals, 
and reservoirs in much of the west. 

 
 
Priority 3 Species 
 
CHEATGRASS (Bromus tectorum) 
 
 Growth Habit:  Annual or winter annual, 4 to 30 inches tall, reproduces by           
           seed. 
 Leaves: Leaf Sheaths and flat blades are densely covered with hairs. 
 Stems: 4 to 30 inches tall, covered with hairs. 
 Flowers:  seedheads are 2 to 6 inches long, contain seeds that are 3/8 to ¾ inches   
           long with awns up to 5/8 inches long. 
 Other: nuisance and a fire hazard 
  
Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) 
 
 Growth Habit: submersed plant that will grow to the surface forming dense  
           mats. 
 Leaves: small leaves are strap-like and pointed, grow in whorls of four to  
          eight around the stem. 
 Stems: long submersed stems, up to 25 feet in length 
 Flowers: male and female flowers, male flowers are tiny green flowers,  
          female flowers and tiny white solitary flowers 
 Other: Spreads by fragments on boats and trailers 
 
Russian-olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) 
 
          Growth Habit: fast growing tree, ranging in height from 10 to 25 feet tall 
          Leaves: narrow, 2 to 3 inches long, covered with minute scales which give the   
          tree a silvery appearance. 
          Branches: branches are armed with 1 to 2 inch long thorns 
          Flowers: flowers are yellow and arranged in clusters, fruits are shaped like small       
          olives and are silvery in color when born but turn to tan to brown in color when  
          mature. 
          Other: introduced from Europe as an ornamental and shade tree, good source of  
          food and habitat for wildlife. Can become a serious weed problem when allowed  
          to invade riparian areas and low lying pastures and meadows. 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION 

 
 

 The Yellowstone County Weed District will continue to develop a coordinated public relations 
program, including media and other activities to stimulate all residents of Yellowstone County to be 
able to identify and properly control noxious weeds.  Education and involvement of all Yellowstone 
County residents is crucial.  The Weed District must make residents aware of the seriousness of the 
problem, enlist their support and encourage them to be active participants in the noxious weed control 
effort.  The effort will be aimed both at stopping the spread of noxious weeds and eradicating or 
controlling existing infestations.  The Yellowstone County Weed District will conduct countywide 
programs targeted to key groups, not just agriculture.  Without such an effort, the following problems 
would arise: 
 

1. Existing noxious weed problem would continue to spread. 
2. Noxious weeds will spread by area residents inadvertently. 
3. Yellowstone County’s natural resource base will erode. 
4. An uninformed public could lead to less funding for noxious weed control efforts in the 

future. 
 
A. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 
 

1. Increase awareness of the environmental and economic damage caused by   
Noxious weeds. 

2. Educate people on proper identification of noxious weeds. 
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3. Develop a public interest and assist and support all efforts of weed control, including the 
providing of rental equipment, technical advise and the developing of weed management 
plans. 

 
B. PLAN OF ACTION 
 

1. The Yellowstone County Weed Control District will administer the program.  The Weed 
District will continually determine the level of awareness in the county and will also 
determine what methods of education will be most effective.  A budget of approximately 
one thousand dollars will be set aside annually for the public education effort. 

2. Target audiences; while the target audience is everyone in Yellowstone County, the District 
has broken down the audience into smaller segments so that individual group’s needs and 
concerns can better be addressed. 

 
**Federal, State and local officials – Since public agencies in Yellowstone County are actively 
involved in noxious weed control, efforts will be directed towards helping them educate their users 
about noxious weeds.  Specifically, efforts will be about preventing the spread of noxious weeds onto 
public lands.   
 
**Urban residents and businesses – These individuals may have noxious weeds in alleys, vacant lots, 
yards, etc. without knowing the potential problem of transporting them to other areas.  Key subgroups 
include the construction industry, utility companies and Realtors. 
 
**Environmental groups – Because noxious weeds can destroy natural ecosystems, environmental 
groups throughout the Yellowstone Valley should be encouraged to aid in the battle against noxious 
weeds. 
 
**Farmers and Ranchers – The very individuals whose livelihood depends on the productivity and 
ethics of the land may unknowingly contribute to the noxious weed problem.  The may bring in 
contaminated seed, hay or equipment which spread noxious weeds during the course of normal 
farming or ranching practices.   
 
**School Age Children and Instructors – There is an opportunity to reach both teachers and students 
by providing audio, visual and other classroom material to this group.  This includes 4-H, FFA classes, 
Boy Scouts, and grade school biology and science classes. 
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YELLOWSTONE COUNTY WEED DISTRICT 
WEED MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 
In accordance with 7-22-2123 (4) MCA, a person is considered in compliance if they submit and 
the Board accepts a proposal to undertake specified control measures, and is in compliance for so 
long as they perform according to the terms of the proposal. (SITE MAP REQUIRED) 
 
Date: 
 
Contact person & Phone number: 
 
Name of project: 
 
Land Description (Legal & Descriptive): 
 
Number of acres involved: 
 
Noxious Weed Species found on site if any: 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
______________________________            ______________________________ 
 
 
Type of control to be used: 

_____ Cultivation- (must include an attached Revegetation plan) 
_____ Herbicide- (must include what kind, application rate and time & 

method) 
_____ Grazing- (must complete enclosed grazing plan) 
_____  Hand pulling/Mowing- (please include method of disposal)  

 
 
Specific control measures: ___________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Weed control to be completed by:  _______Self     _______Commercial Firm 
If a commercial firm is to be used, please give name and address when hired. 
 
Dates weed control will be implemented:  ____________________________________________ 
 
Is there live or open water on the property?  If so please outline on your map. 
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This plan if implemented by said contractor, will be in effect for two years from the date of 
project completion.  The responsibility for weed control will revert back to the landowner after 
this period. 

 
 
 

Dated this _____ day of _____, _______. 
 
I acknowledge and agree to the foregoing provisions.   
 
Signature   ______________________________ 
 
Name and Address  __________________________________ 
Please print              __________________________________ 
          __________________________________ 
          __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weed Management Approval:  (Yes) (No)       Date ____________________ 
 
Weed District Representative _______________________________ 
 
County Weed District Recommendations: _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Attach additional information if needed



  

YELLOWSTONE COUNTY WEED DISTRICT 
REVEGETATION PLAN 

 
 
Should you decide to use cultivation as a control method on a rangeland, non crop site, or other disturbed sites 
(reference section 7-22-2152, Montana Code Annotated) please complete the following plan. If you have a 
revegetation plan already in place, please attach a copy to your Yellowstone County Weed Management Plan.  
 
 
 

(a)  Please describe the site to be revegetated. 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Outline what method(s) will be used to accomplish revegetation of the disturbed areas (seeding, planting, 
sod, etc.) 
 

 
 
 
 
(c) If applicable list the type and amount of seed/sod to be used for revegetation. 
 
Type  Rate  On  Acres 

Type  Rate  On  Acres 

Type  Rate  On  Acres 

Type  Rate  On  Acres 

 
(d) If applicable list the type and amount of fertilizer to be used: 
 
Type  Rate  On  Acres 

Type  Rate  On  Acres 

Type  Rate  On  Acres 

Type  Rate  On  Acres 

 

(e) Timing of revegetation practices: 
 
Approximate cultivation date(s)  
Approximate seeding / sod date(s)  
Approximate fertilizer date(s)  

 
Attach additional information if needed



YELLOWSTONE COUNTY WEED DISTRICT 
NOXIOUS WEED GRAZING MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 
IS THERE A CURRENT GRAZING SYSTEM USED? 
PLEASE EXPLAIN 
 
 
NOXIOUS WEED TO BE GRAZED? 
 
 
TYPE OF ANIMAL TO BE USED? 
 
 
A.U.M.’S PER ACRE? 
 
 
TURN IN DATE_______________     TURN OUT DATE_____________ 
 
 
SEASON OF GRAZING? 
 
 
STAGE OF PLANT GROWTH? 
 
 
WERE ANIMALS HELD IN AN AREA TO LET INFESTED FORAGE PASS BEFORE ANIMALS WERE 
MOVED INTO UNINFESTED AREA? 
 
 
WILL THIS METHOD BE USED ALONG WITH HERBICIDE CONTROL? 
 
 
WHAT KIND OF MONITORING OR FOLLOW UP WILL BE DONE TO INSURE THAT GRAZING IS 
WORKING AS A WEED CONTROL MEASURE AND THE LAND IS NOT BEING OVER-GRAZED?  
 
 
 
 
DATE INSPECTED BY WEED DEPT._____________________________________ 
 
 
NOTES______________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Attach additional information if needed 

 
 



Yellowstone County Noxious Weed Control Plan 
Opencut Mining Operations  (Gravel Pits) 

 
In accordance with 7-22-2123 (4) MCA, a person is considered in compliance if they submit and 
the Board accepts a proposal to undertake specified control measures, and is in compliance for so 
long as they perform according to the terms of the proposal. 
 
Land Description (Legal & Descriptive): 
 
Noxious Weed Species found on site if any: 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
 
Method of Weed Control: ______Chemical   ______Biological   ______Cultural 
Specific control measures: ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Weed control to be completed by:  _______Self     _______Commercial Firm 
If a commercial firm is to be used, please give name and address when hired. 
 
Dates weed control will be implemented:  ____________________________________________ 
 
Dated this ______ day of __________________, 20____. 
 
This plan if implemented by said contractor, will be in effect for two years from the date above 
or the date of the Reclamation Bond Release.  The responsibility for weed control will revert 
back to the landowner after this period. 
 
I acknowledge and agree to the foregoing provisions.   
 
Signature   ______________________________ 
 
Name and Address  __________________________________ 
Please print              __________________________________ 
           __________________________________ 
 
***************************************************************************** 
Weed Management Approval:  (Yes) (No)       Date ____________________ 
 
Weed District Representative _______________________________ 
 
County Weed District Recommendations: ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Attach additional information if needed 
***Mine Site Map Must Be Attached ***
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TITLE 7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
CHAPTER 22. WEED AND PEST CONTROL  

 
Part 21. County Weed Control  

 

7-22-2101. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context indicates otherwise, the following 
definitions apply:  
     (1) "Board" means a district weed board created under 7-22-2103.  
     (2) "Commissioners" means the board of county commissioners.  
     (3) "Coordinator" means the person employed by the board to conduct the district noxious 
weed management program and supervise other district employees.  
     (4) "Department" means the department of agriculture provided for in 2-15-3001.  
     (5) "District" means a weed management district organized under 7-22-2102. 
     (6) "Native plant" means a plant endemic to the state of Montana.  
     (7) "Native plant community" means an assemblage of native plants occurring in a natural 
habitat.  
     (8) (a) "Noxious weeds" or "weeds" means any exotic plant species established or that may be 
introduced in the state that may render land unfit for agriculture, forestry, livestock, wildlife, or 
other beneficial uses or that may harm native plant communities and that is designated:  
     (i) as a statewide noxious weed by rule of the department; or  
     (ii) as a district noxious weed by a board, following public notice of intent and a public 
hearing.  
     (b) A weed designated by rule of the department as a statewide noxious weed must be 
considered noxious in every district of the state.  
     (9) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, or state or local 
government agency or subdivision owning, occupying, or controlling any land, easement, or 
right-of-way, including any county, state, or federally owned and controlled highway, drainage or 
irrigation ditch, spoil bank, barrow pit, or right-of-way for a canal or lateral.  
     (10) "Weed management" or "control" means the planning and implementation of a 
coordinated program for the containment, suppression, and, where possible, eradication of 
noxious weeds.  

     History: (1), (2), (4), (5)En. Sec. 1, Ch. 195, L. 1939; Secs. 16-1702, 16-1703, 16-1704, 16-1705, 
R.C.M. 1947; (3)En. Sec. 1, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 360, L. 1974; Sec. 16-1701, R.C.M. 1947; 
R.C.M. 1947, 16-1701(part), 16-1702(part), 16-1703, 16-1704, 16-1705; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 249, L. 1979; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 303, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 407, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 1, 
Ch. 98. L. 2003. 

7-22-2102. Weed management districts established. A weed management district shall be 
formed in every county of this state and shall include all the land within the boundaries of the 
county, except that a weed management district may include more than one county through 
agreement of the commissioners of the affected counties.  

     History: En. 16-1709.1 by Sec. 1, Ch. 185, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 360, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 16-
1709.1; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 607, L. 1985.  
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7-22-2103. District weed board. (1) The commissioners shall appoint a district weed board 
subject to the provisions of 7-1-201 through 7-1-203.  
     (2) The board may call upon the county attorney for legal advice and services as it may 
require.  

     History: En. Sec. 9, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 51, L. 1961; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 64, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 185, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 3, 
Ch. 360, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1713(part); amd. Sec. 14, Ch. 249, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 607, L. 
1985; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 52, L. 1989; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 681, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 543, L. 1995.  

7-22-2104. Repealed. Sec. 8, Ch. 681, L. 1991.  

     History: En. Sec. 9, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 51, L. 1961; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 64, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 185, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 3, 
Ch. 360, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1713(part); amd. Sec. 15, Ch. 249, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 607, L. 
1985.  

7-22-2105. Repealed. Sec. 25, Ch. 543, L. 1995.  

     History: En. Sec. 9, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 51, L. 1961; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 64, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 185, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 3, 
Ch. 360, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1713(part); amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 607, L. 1985.  

7-22-2106. Renumbered. 7 -22-2115, Code Commissioner, 1985.  

7-22-2107. Renumbered. 7-22-2116, Code Commissioner, 1985.  

7-22-2108. Renumbered. 7-22-2117, Code Commissioner, 1985.  

7-22-2109. Powers and duties of board -- use of inmates in county jail work program. (1) In 
addition to any powers or duties established in the resolution creating a district weed board, the 
board may:  
     (a) employ a coordinator and other employees as necessary and provide for their 
compensation;  
     (b) purchase chemicals, materials, and equipment and pay other operational costs that it 
determines necessary for implementing an effective noxious weed management program. The 
costs must be paid from the noxious weed fund.  
     (c) determine what chemicals, materials, or equipment may be made available to persons 
controlling weeds on their own land. The cost for the chemicals, materials, or equipment must be 
paid by the person and collected as provided in this part.  
     (d) enter into agreements with the department for the control and eradication of any new 
exotic plant species not previously established in the state that may render land unfit for 
agriculture, forestry, livestock, wildlife, or other beneficial use if the plant species spreads or 
threatens to spread into the state;  
     (e) enter into agreements with the county sheriff for the use of inmate labor for weed 
management under this part through a county jail work program that is authorized under 7-32-
2225 through 7-32-2227;  
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     (f) enter into cost-share agreements for noxious weed management;  
     (g) enter into agreements with commercial applicators, as defined in 80-8-102, for the control 
of noxious weeds; and  
     (h) perform other activities relating to weed management.  
     (2) The board shall:  
     (a) administer the district's noxious weed management program;  
     (b) establish management criteria for noxious weeds on all land within the district; and  
     (c) make all reasonable efforts to develop and implement a noxious weed management 
program covering all land within the district owned or administered by a federal agency.  

     History: En. Sec. 6, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 18, Ch. 543, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 203, L. 2001; 
amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2110. Repealed. Sec. 3, Ch. 407, L. 2009.  

    History: En. Sec. 15, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2111. Liability restrictions. A district is liable for damages caused by its use of herbicides 
only for an act or omission that constitutes gross negligence. The provisions of 2-9-305 apply to 
board members, coordinators, and employees of a district.  

     History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 516, L. 1987; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2112. Information on herbicide use. The district must provide information on protective 
clothing, health hazards, and proper application techniques to mixers, loaders, and applicators of 
herbicides and make the information available for review by the public at the district office.  

     History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 516, L. 1987.  

7-22-2113 through 7-22-2114 reserved.  

7-22-2115. Noxious weeds and seeds declared nuisance. Noxious weeds and the seed of any 
noxious weed are hereby declared a common nuisance.  

     History: Ap. p. Sec. 1, Ch. 195, L. 1939; Sec. 16-1702, R.C.M. 1947; Ap. p. Sec. 1, Ch. 195, L. 1939; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 360, L. 1974; Sec. 16-1701, R.C.M. 1947; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1701(part), 16-1702(part); 
Sec. , MCA 1983; redes. by Code Commissioner, 1985.  

 

7-22-2116. Unlawful to permit noxious weeds to propagate -- notice required in sale. (1) It is 
unlawful for any person to permit any noxious weed to propagate or go to seed on the person's 
land, except that any person who adheres to the noxious weed management program of the 
person's weed management district or who has entered into and is in compliance with a noxious 
weed management agreement is considered to be in compliance with this section.  
     (2) When property is offered for sale, the person who owns the property shall notify the 
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owner's agent and the purchaser of the existence or potential existence of noxious weeds on the 
property offered for sale.  

     History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 11, L. 1961; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1706; amd. Sec. 
7, Ch. 607, L. 1985; Sec. , MCA 1983; redes. by Code Commissioner, 1985; amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 407, L. 
2001. 

7-22-2117. Violations. (1) Any person who in any manner interferes with the board or its 
authorized agent in carrying out the provisions of this part or who refuses to obey an order or 
notice of the board is liable for a civil penalty in the amount of the actual cost to the board or the 
estimated cost of removing the noxious weeds from the impacted property in addition to any 
penalty imposed under 7-22-2124.  
     (2) All fines, bonds, and penalties collected under the provisions of this part must be paid to 
the county treasurer of each county and placed by the county treasurer into a fund to be known as 
the noxious weed fund.  

     History: En. Sec. 18, Ch. 195, L. 1939; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1722; amd. Sec. 16, Ch. 249, L. 1979; amd. 
Sec. 8, Ch. 607, L. 1985; Sec. , MCA 1983; redes. by Code Commissioner, 1985; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 557, L. 
1987; amd. Sec. 9, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2118 through 7-22-2119 reserved.  

7-22-2120. Funding-reporting reporting requirements -- emergency exemption. (1) (a) 
Before a district is eligible to receive from the state any state funding or federal funding, the 
district shall provide the department with a comprehensive weed management plan, as provided 
in 7-22-2122.  
     (b) Upon receipt of the district's comprehensive weed management plan by the department, 
the district may apply for and receive state funding.  
     (c) A district's comprehensive weed management plan must be updated and submitted to the 
department every 2 years.  
     (d) The department may adopt rules and procedures necessary to implement this section. The 
rules may not impair the ability of the district to meet its responsibilities.  
     (2) The department may exempt a district from the requirements of subsection (1) if a noxious 
weed emergency is declared by the governor as provided in 80-7-815.  

     History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2121. Weed management program. (1) The noxious weed management program must be 
based on a plan approved by the board.  
     (2) The noxious weed management plan must:  
     (a) specify the goals and priorities of the program;  

     (b) review the distribution and abundance of each noxious weed species known to occur 
within the district and specify the locations of new infestations and areas particularly susceptible 
to new infestations;  
     (c) specify pesticide management goals and procedures, including but not limited to water 
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quality protection, public and worker safety, equipment selection and maintenance, and pesticide 
selection, application, mixing, loading, storage, and disposal; and  
     (d) estimate the personnel, operations, and equipment costs of the proposed program.  
     (3) The board shall provide for the management of noxious weeds on all land or rights-of-way 
owned or controlled by a county or municipality within the confines of the district. It shall take 
particular precautions while managing the noxious weeds to preserve beneficial vegetation and 
wildlife habitat. Where at all possible, methods for such control shall include cultural, chemical, 
and biological methods.  
     (4) The board may establish special management zones within the district. The management 
criteria in such zones may be more or less stringent than the general management criteria for the 
district.  

     History: En. Sec. 15, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 68, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 360, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1719(part); amd. Sec. 9, 
Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 530, L. 1991.  

7-22-2122. Repealed. Sec. 32, Ch. 607, L. 1985.  

     History: En. Sec. 9, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 51, L. 1961; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 64, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 185, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 3, 
Ch. 360, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1713(part).  

7-22-2123. Procedure in case of noncompliance. (1) When a complaint has been made or the 
board has reason to believe that noxious weeds described in this part are present upon a person's 
land within the district in violation of the law, that person must be notified by mail or telephone 
of the complaint and the board may request inspection of the land. The board or its authorized 
agent and the landowner or the landowner's representative shall inspect the land at an agreeable 
time, within 10 days of notification of the landowner. If after reasonable effort the board is 
unable to gain cooperation of the person, the board or its authorized agent may enter and inspect 
the land to determine if the complaint is valid.  
     (2) If noxious weeds are found, the board or coordinator shall notify the person or the person's 
representative and seek voluntary compliance with the district noxious weed management 
program. If voluntary compliance or cooperation  has not occurred within 10 days of the 
notification required under this subsection, the person is considered to be in noncompliance and 
is subject to appropriate control measures pursuant to 7-22-2124.       

     (3) A person is considered in compliance if the person submits and the board accepts a 
proposal to undertake specified control measures and is in compliance as long as the person 
performs according to the terms of the proposal. If the measures proposed to be taken extend 
beyond the current growing season, the proposal and acceptance must be in writing.  
     (4) In accepting or rejecting a proposal, the board shall consider the economic impact on the 
person and the person's neighbors, practical biological and environmental limitations, and 
alternative control methods to be used.  

     History: (1)En. Sec. 9, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 51, L. 1961; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 64, L. 1965; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 185, L. 1969; amd. Sec. 3, 
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Ch. 360, L. 1974; Sec. 16-1713, R.C.M. 1947; (2)En. Sec. 10, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 90, L. 
1941; Sec. 16-1714, R.C.M. 1947; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1713(part), 16-1714; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 607, L. 1985; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 141, L. 1987; amd. Sec. 10, Ch. 407, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 407, L. 2009. 

7-22-2124. Destruction of weeds by board. (1) If corrective action is not taken within the time 
specified in 7-22-2123(2) and a proposal is not made and accepted as provided in 7-22-2123(3), 
the board may enter upon the person's land and institute appropriate control measures. In that 
case, the board shall submit a bill to the person, itemizing hours of labor, material, and equipment 
time, together with a penalty not exceeding 25% of the total cost incurred except that a penalty 
may not be assessed if contact was not made with the landowner  or the landowner’s 
representative pursuant to 7-22-2123. When the penalty is collected, it must be credited to the 
noxious weed fund created pursuant to 7-22-2141 to be used for appropriate control measures 
pursuant to this section.  Labor and equipment must be valued at the current rate paid for 
commercial management operations in the district. The bill must specify and order a payment due 
date of 30 days from the date the bill is sent. The board may enter into an agreement with a 
commercial applicator, as defined in 80-8-102, to destroy the weeds. The commercial applicator 
shall agree to carry any insurance required by the board.  
     (2) A copy of the bill must also be submitted by the board to the county clerk and recorder.  
     (3) If a person receiving an order to take corrective action requests an administrative hearing, 
the board may not institute control measures until the matter is finally resolved, except in case of 
an emergency. In that case, the person is liable for costs as provided in subsection (1) only to the 
extent determined appropriate by the board, commissioners, or court that finally resolves the 
matter.  

     History: En. Sec. 11, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
R.C.M. 1947, 16-1715(part); amd. Sec. 14, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 141, L. 1987; amd. Sec. 
11, Ch. 407, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 407, L. 2009. 

7-22-2125. Repealed. Sec. 32, Ch. 607, L. 1985.  

     History: En. Sec. 12, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 228, L. 1947; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1716.  

7-22-2126. Embargo. (1) The board may establish voluntary embargo programs to reduce the 
spread of noxious weeds within the district or the introduction of noxious weeds into the district.  
     (2) The board shall establish a special embargo program for the movement of forage, as 
defined in 80-7-903, into or out of the county. The board may implement an embargo upon 
confirmation of a violation, based upon complaint investigations, requests for investigation by the 
department, or through county investigations, if the forage has not been certified by the state and 
is being sold as noxious weed seed free, as defined in 80-7-903.  
     (3) A person in possession of the forage that is not in compliance with Title 80, chapter 7, part 
9, may not move or dispose of the forage as noxious weed seed free that is subject to embargo 
until written permission is obtained from the board. If the forage that is subject to embargo is 
found to have met all of the requirements of the state certification program and the department 
verifies compliance with the program, the board shall release the embargo. The board may also 
release the forage under the following conditions:  
     (a) verification of guaranteed delivery back to the original producer, as defined in 80-7-903;  
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     (b) burning or disposal of the forage in a manner acceptable to the board; or  
     (c) other alternatives approved by the board.  
     (4) The board shall report all embargoes issued and the final resolution of an embargo 
imposed pursuant to a violation of Title 80, chapter 7, part 9, to the department within 48 hours.  
     (5) The person in possession of forage subject to embargo shall comply with the conditions 
approved by the board within 30 days. If resolution is not accomplished, the board may condemn 
the forage and implement through its employees any of the conditions set forth in this section. If 
the board proceeds with correction of these conditions after 30 days, all actual expenses incurred 
and documented by the board are payable by the producer unless the person in possession of the 
forage also has an interest in the forage.  

     History: En. Sec. 3, Ch. 195, L. 1939; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1707; amd. Sec. 16, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. 
Sec. 17, Ch. 521, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 313, L. 2007.  

7-22-2127. Repealed. Sec. 32, Ch. 607, L. 1985.  

     History: En. Sec. 14, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 228, L. 1947; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1718.  

7-22-2128 through 7-22-2129 reserved.  

7-22-2130. Weed district coordinator training. Within the limitations of available funds, the 

board shall ensure that the weed district coordinator obtains training to properly implement the 

noxious weed management program described in 7-22-2121. The department shall specify 

through rulemaking the level and type of training necessary to fulfill this requirement.  

     History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 530, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 12, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2131 through 7-22-2140 reserved.  

7-22-2141. Noxious weed fund authorized. (1) The commissioners of each county in this state 

shall create a noxious weed management fund, to be designated the "noxious weed fund".  

     (2) This fund shall be kept separate and distinct by the county treasurer.  

     History: En. Sec. 13, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 63, L. 1955; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1717(part); amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 607, L. 1985.  

7-22-2142. Sources of money for noxious weed fund.  (1) The commissioners may provide 
sufficient money in the noxious weed fund for the board to fulfill its duties, as specified in 7-
22-2109, by:  
     (a) appropriating money from the general fund of the county; and  
     (b) subject to 15-10-420 and at any time fixed by law for levy and assessment of taxes, 
levying a tax of not less than 1.6 mills on the taxable value of all taxable property in the county 
or by contributing an equivalent amount from another source of not less than the amount received 
from all county sources in fiscal year 2000 or, for first-class counties, as defined in 7-1-2111, the 
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greater of the amount received from all county sources in fiscal year 2000 or $100,000. The tax 
levied under this subsection must be identified on the assessment as the tax that will be used for 
noxious weed control.  
     (2) The proceeds of the noxious weed control tax or other contribution must be used solely for 
the purpose of managing noxious weeds in the county and must be deposited in the noxious weed 
fund.  
     (3) Any proceeds from work or chemical sales must revert to the noxious weed fund and must 
be available for reuse within that fiscal year or any subsequent year.  
     (4) The commissioners may accept any private, state, or federal gifts, grants, contracts, or 
other funds to aid in the management of noxious weeds within the district. These funds must be 
placed in the noxious weed fund.  
     (5) The commissioners may impose a tax for weed control within a special management zone 
as provided in 7-22-2121 (4). For the purposes of imposing the tax, the special management zone 
boundaries must be established by the board and approved by a majority of the voters within the 
special management zone. The amount of the tax must be approved by a majority of the voters 
within the special management zone, and approval of the zone and the tax may occur 
simultaneously. Revenue received from a special management zone tax must be spent on weed 
management projects within the boundaries of the special management zone.  

     History: En. Sec. 13, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 63, L. 1955; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1717(part); amd. Sec. 18, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 3, 
Ch. 530, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 64, Ch. 584, L. 1999; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 407, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 22, Ch. 495, 
L. 2001; amd. Sec. 72, Ch. 574, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 313, L. 2007.  

7-22-2143. Determination of cost of weed control program. Based on the board's 
recommendations, the commissioners shall determine and fix the cost of the control of noxious 
weeds in the district, whether the same be performed by the individual landowners or by the 
board.  

     History: En. Sec. 16, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
R.C.M. 1947, 16-1720(part); amd. Sec. 19, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 530, L. 1991.  

7-22-2144. Payment of cost of weed control program. The total cost of weed control within the 
district must be paid from the noxious weed fund. The cost of controlling weeds growing along 
the right-of-way of a state or federal highway must, upon the presentation by the board of a 
verified account of the expenses incurred, be paid from the state highway fund in compliance 
with 7-14-2132 and any agreement between the board and the department of transportation. Costs 
attributed to other lands within the district must be assessed to and collected from the responsible 
person as set forth in 7-22-2124.  

 

     History: En. Sec. 15, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 5, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 68, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 360, L. 1974; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1719(part); amd. Sec. 20, 
Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 512, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 13, Ch. 51, L. 1999.  
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7-22-2145. Expenditures from noxious weed fund. (1) The noxious weed fund must be 
expended by the commissioners at the time and in the manner as is recommended by the board to 
secure the control of noxious weeds.  
     (2) Warrants upon the fund must be drawn by the board. Warrants may not be drawn except 
upon claims duly itemized by the claimant, except payroll claims that must be itemized and 
certified by the board, and each claim must be presented to the commissioners for approval 
before the warrant is countersigned by the commissioners.  

     History: En. Sec. 13, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 7, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 63, L. 1955; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1717(part); amd. Sec. 21, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 5, 
Ch. 530, L. 1991.  

7-22-2146. Financial assistance to persons responsible for weed control. (1) The 
commissioners, upon recommendation of the board, may establish a cost-share program for the 
control of noxious weeds. The board shall develop rules and procedures for the administration of 
the cost-share program. These procedures may include the cost-share rate or amount and for what 
purposes cost-share funds may be used.  
     (2) (a) Any person may voluntarily enter into a cost-share agreement for the management of 
noxious weeds on the person's property. The coordinator shall draft a cost-share agreement in 
cooperation with the person. The agreement must, in the board's judgment, provide for effective 
weed management.  
     (b) The agreement must specify:  
     (i) costs that must be paid from the noxious weed fund;  
     (ii) costs that must be paid by the person;  
     (iii) a location-specific weed management plan that must be followed by the person; and  
     (iv) reporting requirements of the person to the board.  
     (c) The cost-share agreement must be signed by the person and, upon approval of the board, 
by the presiding officer.  
     (3) The agreement must contain a statement disclaiming any liability of the board for any 
injuries or losses suffered by the person in managing noxious weeds under a cost-share 
agreement. If the board later finds that the person has failed to abide by the terms of the 
agreement, all cost-share payments and agreements must be canceled and the provisions of 7-22-
2124 apply to that person.  
     (4) (a) When under the terms of any voluntary agreement, whether entered into pursuant to 7-
22-2123 or otherwise, or under any cost-share agreement entered pursuant to this section a person 
incurs any obligation for materials or services provided by the board, the board shall submit a bill 
to the person, itemizing hours of labor, material, and equipment time. The bill must specify and 
order a payment due date not less than 30 days from the date the bill is sent.  
     (b) A copy of the bill must be submitted by the board to the county clerk and recorder. If the 
sum to be repaid by the person billed is not repaid on or before the date due, the county clerk and 
recorder shall certify the amount not repaid, with the description of the land to be charged, and 
shall enter the sum on the assessment list as a special tax on the land, to be collected in the 
manner provided in 7-22-2148.  

     History: En. Sec. 16, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
R.C.M. 1947, 16-1720(part); amd. Sec. 22, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 14, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  
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7-22-2147. Repealed. Sec. 32, Ch. 607, L. 1985.  

     History: En. Sec. 16, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 8, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
R.C.M. 1947, 16-1720(part).  

7-22-2148. Tax liability for payment of weed control expenses. (1) The expenses referred to in 
7-22-2124 shall be paid by the county out of the noxious weed fund, and unless the sum to be 
repaid by the person billed under 7-22-2124 is repaid on or before the date due, the county clerk 
shall certify the amount thereof, with the description of the land to be charged, and shall enter the 
same on the assessment list of the county as a special tax on the land. If the land for any reason is 
exempt from general taxation, the amount of such charge may be recovered by direct claim 
against the lessee and collected in the same manner as personal taxes. When such charges are 
collected, they shall be credited to the noxious weed fund.  
     (2) In determining what lands are included as land covered by the special tax and are 
described in the certificate of the county clerk, it is presumed that all work done upon any of the 
land of any one landowner is for the benefit of all of the land within the district belonging to the 
owner, together with the parcel upon which the work was done, and the amount certified 
becomes a tax upon the whole thereof.  

     History: En. Sec. 11, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
R.C.M. 1947, 16-1715(part); amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 249, L. 1979; amd. Sec. 23, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 
6, Ch. 530, L. 1991 

     7-22-2149. Repealed. Sec. 5, Ch. 313, L. 2007.  

     History: En. Sec. 11, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 90, L. 1941; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 228, L. 1947; 
R.C.M. 1947, 16-1715(part).  

7-22-2150. Cooperation with state and federal-aid programs. The board may cooperate with 
any state or federal-aid program that becomes available if the district complies with 7-22-2120. 
Under a plan of cooperation, the direction of the program must be under the direct supervision of 
the board of the district in which the program operates.  

     History: En. Sec. 17, Ch. 195, L. 1939; amd. Sec. 9, Ch. 228, L. 1947; R.C.M. 1947, 16-1721; amd. 
Sec. 24, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 15, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2151. Cooperative agreements. (1) A state agency that controls land within a district, 
including the department of transportation; the department of fish, wildlife, and parks; the 
department of corrections; the department of natural resources and conservation; and the 
university system, shall enter into a written agreement with the board. The agreement must 
specify mutual responsibilities for integrated noxious weed management on state-owned or state-
controlled land within the district. The agreement must include the following:  

     (a) an integrated noxious weed management plan, which must be updated biennially;  
     (b) a noxious weed management goals statement;  
     (c) a specific plan of operations for the biennium, including a budget to implement the plan; 
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and  
     (d) a provision requiring a biennial performance report by the board to the state weed 
coordinator in the department of agriculture, on a form to be provided by the state weed 
coordinator, regarding the success of the plan.  
     (2) The board and the governing body of each incorporated municipality within the district 
shall enter into a written agreement and shall cooperatively plan for the management of noxious 
weeds within the boundaries of the municipality by January 1, 2002. The board may implement 
management procedures described in the plan within the boundaries of the municipality for 
noxious weeds only. Control of nuisance weeds within the municipality remains the 
responsibility of the governing body of the municipality, as specified in 7-22-4101.  
     (3) A board may develop and carry out its noxious weed management program in cooperation 
with boards of other districts, with state and federal governments and their agencies, or with any 
person within the district. The board may enter into cooperative agreements with any of these 
parties.  
     (4) Each agency or entity listed in subsection (1) shall submit a statement or summary of all 
noxious weed actions that are subject to the agreement required under subsection (1) to the state 
weed coordinator and shall post a copy of the statement or summary on a state electronic access 
system.  

     History: En. Sec. 10, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 262, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 512, L. 1991; 
amd. Sec. 31, Ch. 418, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 519, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 30, Ch. 546, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 
16, Ch. 407, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 4, Ch. 313, L. 2007. 

7-22-2152. Revegetation of rights-of-way and areas that have potential for noxious weed 
infestation. (1) Any person or state agency proposing a mine, a major facility under Title 75, 
chapter 20, an electric, communication, gas, or liquid transmission line, a solid waste facility, a 
highway or road, a subdivision, a commercial, industrial, or government development, or any 
other development that needs state or local approval and that results in the potential for noxious 
weed infestation within a district shall notify the board at least 15 days prior to the activity.  
     (2) Whenever any person or agency constructs a road, an irrigation or drainage ditch, a 
pipeline, an electric, communication, gas, or liquid transmission line, or any other development 
on an easement or right-of-way, the board shall require that the areas be seeded, planted, or 
otherwise managed to reestablish a cover of beneficial plants.  
     (3) (a) The person or agency committing the action shall submit to the board a written plan 
specifying the methods to be used to accomplish revegetation at least 15 days prior to the 
activity. The plan must describe the time and method of seeding, fertilization practices, 
recommended plant species, use of weed-free seed, and the weed management procedures to be 
used.  
     (b) The plan is subject to approval by the board, which may require revisions to bring the 
revegetation plan into compliance with the district weed management plan. The activity for 
which notice is given may not occur until the plan is approved by the board and signed by the 
presiding officer of the board and by the person or a representative of the agency responsible for 
the action. The signed plan constitutes a binding agreement between the board and the person or 
agency. The plan must be approved, with revisions if necessary, within 10 days of receipt by the 
board.  
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     History: En. Sec. 11, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 17, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2153. Voluntary agreements for control of noxious weeds along roads -- liability of 
landowner who objects to weed district control measures -- penalties. (1) Any person may 
voluntarily seek to enter into an agreement for the management of noxious weeds along a state or 
county highway or road bordering or running through the person's land. The coordinator may 
draft a voluntary agreement upon the request of and in cooperation with the person. However, the 
agreement must, in the board's judgment, provide for effective weed management. The weed 
management agreement must be signed by the person and, upon approval of the board, by the 
presiding officer. An agreement involving a state highway right-of-way must also be signed by a 
representative of the department of transportation.  
     (2) The agreement must contain a statement disclaiming any liability of the board and, if 
applicable, the department of transportation for any injuries or losses suffered by the person in 
managing noxious weeds on the state or county highway right-of-way. The signed agreement 
transfers responsibility for managing noxious weeds on the specified section of right-of-way from 
the board to the person signing the agreement. If the board later finds that the person has failed to 
adhere to the agreement, the board shall issue an order informing the person that the agreement 
will be void and that responsibility for the management of noxious weeds on the right-of-way 
will revert to the board unless the person complies with the provisions of the agreement within a 
specified time period.  
     (3) (a) If a person objects to weed control measures bordering a state or county highway right-
of-way and does not enter a voluntary agreement pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) and if the 
board finds that the person has failed to provide alternative weed control, the board shall issue an 
order informing the person that the management of noxious weeds on the right-of-way will be 
undertaken by the board unless the person provides alternative weed control within 30 days.  
     (b) A person who does not provide alternative weed control within the time specified in 
subsection (3)(a) is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced pursuant to 
46-18-212 and assessed the costs of weed control provided by the board. A second or subsequent 
conviction is punishable by a fine of not less than $500 or more than $2,000, plus the costs of 
weed control provided by the board.  

     History: En. Sec. 12, Ch. 607, L. 1985; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 512, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 433, L. 1999; 
amd. Sec. 18, Ch. 407, L. 2001.  

7-22-2154. Public purchase or receipt of property -- weed management plan. (1) Except as 
provided in subsection (4), prior to the purchase of real property with public funds or the receipt 
of real property by a nonfederal public entity, the purchaser or grantee shall have the property 
inspected by the county weed management district. The county weed management district's 
report regarding the property must be filed with the purchaser or grantee. The costs associated 
with the inspection must be borne by the seller or grantor.  
     (2) If the report indicates that there are noxious weeds present on the property, the purchaser, 
seller, grantee, or grantor shall develop a noxious weed management agreement to ensure 
compliance with the district noxious weed management program. However, unless the parties 
agree otherwise, a seller or grantor is obligated by a noxious weed agreement only until the 
property sale or transfer is completed. Except as provided in subsection (4), the weed 
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management agreement must be incorporated into the purchase agreement.  
     (3) The provisions of this section do not apply to:  
     (a) the state acquisition or disposition of a public right-of-way pursuant to Title 60, chapter 4; 
or  
     (b) lands sold or purchased through land banking pursuant to 77-2-361 through 77-2-367.  
     (4) If a transfer of property will occur during the winter months when the ability to identify 
noxious weeds is significantly reduced by snow cover, the purchaser, seller, grantee, or grantor 
may request a 6-month extension for completion of the inspection and any noxious weed 
management agreement that may be required. If, upon inspection, it is determined that a noxious 
weed management agreement is necessary, unless otherwise agreed by the parties, the purchaser 
or grantee is responsible for implementing the provisions of that agreement.  

     History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 395, L. 2005.  

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE 7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 

Part 2. Boards  

     7-1-201. Boards. (1) A board of county commissioners may by resolution establish the 
administrative boards, districts, or commissions allowed by law or required by law to be 
established pursuant to 7-1-202, 7-1-203, and this section and listed in 7-1-202. The resolution 
creating an administrative board, district, or commission must specify:  
     (a) the number of board, district, or commission members;  
     (b) the terms of the members;  
     (c) whether members are entitled to mileage, per diem, expenses, and salary; and  
     (d) any special qualifications for membership in addition to those established by law.  
     (2) (a) An administrative board, district, or commission may be assigned responsibility for a 
department or service district.  
     (b) An administrative board, district, or commission may:  
     (i) exercise administrative powers as granted by resolution, except that it may not pledge the 
credit of the county or impose a tax unless specifically authorized by state law;  
     (ii) administer programs, establish policy, and adopt administrative and procedural rules.  
     (c) The resolution creating an administrative board, district, or commission must grant the 
board, district, or commission all powers necessary and proper to the establishment, operation, 
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improvement, maintenance, and administration of the department or district.  
     (d) If authorized by resolution, an administrative board, district, or commission may employ 
personnel to assist in its functions.  
     (3) (a) Administrative boards, districts, and commissions may be made elective.  
     (b) If an administrative board is made elective and if the number of candidates is equal to or 
less than the number of positions to be elected, the election administrator may cancel the election 
in accordance with 13-1-304. A position for which there were no nominees must be filled by 
appointment by the county commissioners for the same term as if the position were filled by 
election. If there is only one nominee for a position, the nominee may be declared elected by 
acclamation.  
     (4) Administrative boards, districts, and commissions may not sue or be sued independently of 
the local government unless authorized by state law.  
     (5) Members must be appointed by the county commissioners. The county commissioners 
shall post prospective membership vacancies at least 1 month prior to filling the vacancy.  
     (6) The county commissioners shall maintain a register of appointments, including:  
     (a) the name of the board, district, or commission;  
     (b) the date of appointment and confirmation, if any is required;  
     (c) the length of term;  
     (d) the name and term of the presiding officer and other officers of each administrative board, 
district, or commission; and  
     (e) the date, time, and place of regularly scheduled meetings.  
     (7) Terms of all members, except elected members, may not exceed 4 years. Unless otherwise 
provided by resolution, members shall serve terms beginning on July 1 and shall serve at the 
pleasure of the county commissioners.  

     (8) An administrative board, district, or commission must consist of a minimum of 3 members 
and must have an odd number of members.  
     (9) The resolution creating an administrative board, district, or commission may provide for 
voting or nonvoting ex officio members.  
     (10) Two or more local governments may provide for joint boards, districts, or commissions 
to be established by interlocal agreements.  
     (11) A majority of members constitutes a quorum for the purposes of conducting business and 
exercising powers and responsibilities. Action may be taken by a majority vote of members 
present and voting, unless the resolution creating the board, district, or commission specifies 
otherwise.  
     (12) An administrative board, district, or commission shall provide for the keeping of written 
minutes, including the final vote on all actions and the vote of each member.  
     (13) An administrative board, district, or commission shall provide by rule for the date, time, 
and place of regularly scheduled meetings and file the information with the county 
commissioners.  
     (14) Unless otherwise provided by law, a person must be a resident of the county to be eligible 
for appointment to an administrative board, district, or commission. The county commissioners 
may prescribe by resolution additional qualifications for membership.  
     (15) A person may be removed from an administrative board, district, or commission for 
cause by the county commissioners or as provided by resolution.  
     (16) A resolution creating an administrative board, district, or commission must contain, if 
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applicable, budgeting and accounting requirements for which the board, district, or commission is 
accountable to the county commissioners. 

     (17) If a municipality creates a special district in accordance with Title 7, chapter 11, part 10, 
the governing body of the municipality shall comply with this section if the governing body 
chooses to have the special district governed by a separate board.   

 

     History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 543, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 254, L. 1999; amd. Sec. 22, Ch. 286, L. 2009.   

     7-1-202. Creation of new boards. Subject to 7-1-201 and 7-1-203 and in addition to the 
following, a county may create administrative boards, districts, and commissions that are not 
otherwise provided by law: 

     (1) county building commission;  
     (2) cemetery districts;  
     (3) county fair commission;  
     (4) mosquito control board;  
     (5) museum board;  
     (6) board of park commissioners;  
     (7) road district; 
     (8) rodent control board; 
     (9) solid waste district; 
     (10) television district; 
     (11) weed management district 

     History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 543, L. 1995; amd. Sec. 10, Ch. 114, L. 2003; amd. Sec. 23, Ch. 286, L. 
2009.  

     7-1-203. County commissioners to assume duties of administrative boards, districts, and 
commissions. (1) If the minimum number of qualified persons is not available for membership 
on an administrative board, district, or commission, the county commissioners may by resolution, 
at a public meeting, assume the duties of the administrative board, district, or commission and 
may act as that board, district, or commission with the same powers and duties as that board, 
district, or commission.  
     (2) County commissioners, acting in the capacity of an administrative board, district, or 
commission may not receive any compensation in addition to their compensation as county 
commissioners.  

     History: En. Sec. 3, Ch. 543, L. 1995.  
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Sub-Chapter 2 

Designation of Noxious Weeds 
 
 4.5.201   Designation of Noxious Weeds.  (1) The department designates certain exotic   
plants listed in these rules as statewide noxious weeds under the County Weed Control Act         
7-22-2101 (5), MCA.  All counties must implement management standards for these noxious 
weeds consistent with weed management criteria developed under 7-22-2109 (2)(b) MCA of the 
Act.  The department established three categories of the noxious weeds. 
 
 (History:  Sec. 7-22-2101 MCA; IMP, Sec. 7-22-2101 MCA; NEW, 1986 MAR p. 337, Eff. 3/14/86; 
AMD, 1991 MAR p. 511, Eff. 4/26/91; AMD, 2008 MAR p. 563, Eff. 3/28/08.) 
 
            4.5.202 REPEALED 
            4.5.203 REPEALED 
            4.5.204 REPEALED 
            4.5.205 REPEALED 
 

 4.5.206 PRIORITY 1A (1)  These weeds are not present in Montana. Management                  
       criteria will require eradication if detected, education, and prevention:  

(a) Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis ) 
 
(History: 80-7-802, MCA; IMP, 7-22-2101, MCA; NEW, 2009 Eff. 1/19/10.) 

 
  
 
 4.5.207 PRIORITY 1B (1) These weeds have limited presence in Montana. Management  
       criteria will require eradication or containment and education: 

(a) Dyer’s woad (lsatis tinctoria) 
(b) Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus) 
(c) Japanese knotweed complex (Polygonum spp.) 
(d) Purple loosestrife (Lythrum spp.) 
(e) Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea) 
(f) Eurasion watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 
(g) Scotch broom ( Cytisus scoparius) 
(h) Curlyleaf pondweed (Potamageton crispus) 
 
(History: 80-7-802, MCA; IMP: 7-22-2101, MCA; NEW, 2009 Eff. 1/19/10.) 

 
4.5.208 PRIORITY 2A (1) These weeds are common in isolated areas of Montana.  Management 
criteria will require eradication or containment where less abundant. Management shall be 
prioritized by local weed districts:  
(a) Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 
(b) Meadow hawkweed complex (Hieracium spp.) 
(c) Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) 
(d) Tall buttercup (Ranunculus acris) 
(e) Perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) 
(f) Yellowflag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
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(g) Blueweed ( Echium vulgare) 
(h) Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana) 
 
(History: 80-7-802, MCA; IMP: 7-22-2101, MCA; NEW, 2009 Eff. 1/19/10.) 
 
4.5.209 PRIORITY 2B (1) These weeds are are abundant in Montana and widespread in many 
counties.  Management criteria will require ereadication or containment where less abundant.  
Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts: 
(a) Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) 
(b) Field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) 
(c) Leafy spurge ( Euphorbia esula) 
(d) Whitetop (Cardaria draba) 
(e) Russian knapweed (Centaurea repens) 
(f) Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe or maculosa) 
(g) Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) 
(h) Dalmation toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) 
(i) St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) 
(j) Sulfur cinquefoil (Potentilla recta) 
(k) Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) 
(l) Oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) 
(m)  Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale) 
(n) Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) 
(o) Saltcedar (Tamarix spp.) 
 
(History: 80-7-802, MCA; IMP: 7-22-2101, MCA; NEW, 2009 Eff. 1/19/10.) 
 
4.5.210 PRIORITY 3 REGULATED PLANTS (NOT MONTANA LISTED NOXIOUS 
WEEDS) (1) These regulated plants have the potential to have significant negative impacts. The 
plant may not be intentionally spread or sold other than as a contaminant in agricultural products.  
The state recommends research, education, and prevention to minimize the spread of the regulated 
plant: 
(a) Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) 
(b) Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) 
(c) Hydrilla (Hydrilla vericillata) 
 
(History: 80-7-802, MCA; IMP: 7-22-2101, MCA; NEW, 2009 Eff. 1/19/10.) 
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Sub-Chapter 5 

Noxious Weed Training 
 

 4.5.501   Weed District Supervisor Training  (1) Each weed district supervisor will become 
licensed as a government pesticide applicator in the weed control category prior to that person 
doing any actual herbicide applications in the county. 
 (2)  Within 6 months of the date of hire, all new weed district supervisors will become 
familiar with the Weed District Supervisor’s Handbook and complete the self-test approved by 
the weed district supervisor’s support committee. 
 (3)  All weed district supervisors will attend at least one training session annually (several 
may be offered) that has been recommended by the department or the Montana Noxious Weed 
Control Association. 
 (4)  Training (over a four year period) will include, but is not limited to the following topics 
and subjects: 

(a) weed species identification; 
(b) pesticide selection; 
(c) pesticide mixing, loading, storage and disposal; 
(d) integrated weed management; 
(e) equipment selection and maintenance; 
(f) environmental protection (surface water, ground water, endangered species, sensitive 

plants); 
(g) weed mapping; 
(h) pesticide application; 
(i) pesticides statutes and rules; 
(j) public and worker safety and 
(k) weed management plans. 

 

 (History:  Sec. 7-22-2130 MCA; IMP, Sec. 7-22-2130 MCA; NEW, 1998 MAR p. 1913, Eff. 
7/17/98.) 
 
 
 



State Listed Noxious Weeds in Montana 
  

  
 

 
  

 

Priority 
1A 

 

These weeds are not present in Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication if detected; education; 
and prevention. 

- Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) 
 

 

Priority 
1B 

 

These weeds have limited presence in Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication or containment 
and education. 

- Dyer’s woad  (Isatis tinctoria) 
- Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus) 
- Japanese knotweed complex (Polygonum spp.) 
- Purple loosestrife (Lythrum spp.) 
- Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea)  
- Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 
- Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) 
- Curlyleaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus)   
 

 

Priority 
2A 

 

These weeds are common in isolated areas of Montana.  Management criteria will require eradication or 
containment where less abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts. 

- Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 
- Meadow hawkweed complex  (Hieracium spp.) 
- Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) 
- Tall buttercup (Ranunculus acris) 
- Perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) 
- Yellowflag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
- Blueweed (Echium vulgare) 
- Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana) 
 

 

Priority 
2B 

 

These weeds are abundant in Montana and widespread in many counties.  Management criteria will require 
eradication or containment where less abundant.  Management shall be prioritized by local weed districts. 

- Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) 
- Field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) 
- Leafy spurge  (Euphorbia esula) 
- Whitetop (Cardaria draba) 
- Russian kapweed (Centaurea repens) 
- Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe or  maculosa) 
- Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) 
- Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) 
- St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) 
- Sulfur cinquefoil (Potentilla recta) 
- Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) 
- Oxeye daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum or Leucanthemum  vulgare) 
- Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale) 
- Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris)  
- Saltcedar (Tamarix spp.) 
 

 

Priority 
3 

 

Regulated Plants:  (NOT MONTANA LISTED NOXIOUS WEEDS)  
These regulated plants have the potential to have significant negative impacts.  The plant may not be 
intentionally spread or sold other than as a contaminant in agricultural products.  The state recommends 
research, education and prevention to minimize the spread of the regulated plant.                                                  

- Cheatgrass  (Bromus tectorum)  
- Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata)  
- Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) 
 



 


