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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
February 27, 2014  

 
Plan to attend!  The public is invited to attend the regular meeting of the 

Yellowstone County Board of Planning on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, 6:00 p.m. in 

the Billings Library Community Room located at 510 North Broadway Billings, 

Montana.  The Board of Planning is hosting a presentation, “Planning for 

Economic and Fiscal Health” by Roger Millar, PE, AICP, Vice President, Smart 

Growth America.   

Planning for Economic and Fiscal Health 

Smart Growth America’s recent report Building Better Budgets 
(http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/building-better-budgets) draws on successful private and 
public sector lessons to help local leaders foster communities that cost their taxpayers less to 
build, run and maintain. Whether by saving money on upfront infrastructure; reducing the cost of 
ongoing services like fire, police and ambulance; or by generating greater tax revenues in years 
to come, community after community has found that smart growth development would benefit 
their overall financial health. Smart growth policy can help communities save money now, 
reduce their liabilities for the future and use targeted investment to spur economic development. 
Mr. Millar will present Smart Growth America’s advice on planning for economic and fiscal 
health, with a focus on three topic areas: 

• The market is changing, especially for housing 
• The recipe for economic growth is changing 
• We can no longer afford to use tax money to subsidize inefficiency 

 

 

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/building-better-budgets


Biography 

Roger Millar, PE, AICP, Vice President 

Smart Growth America 

Roger Millar is a Vice President of Smart Growth America. He serves as Director of the Smart 
Growth America’s Leadership Institute, which provides technical assistance programs for state 
and local government, and as Director of the National Complete Streets Coalition. Roger has 
held leadership positions in the public and private sectors, as Manager of the City of Portland, 
Oregon’s Arterial Streets Division in the 1980s, and more recently as Director of the Missoula, 
Montana Office of Planning and Grants, which included the Missoula MPO.  

 
Projects  in which Roger played a leadership role, particularly the development of Portland, 
Oregon’s Pearl District, the Portland Streetcar, the Roaring Fork Valley “VelociRFTA” BRT 
system, and the “Envision Missoula” Long Range Transportation Plan, are seen as national 
models. He has also managed or participated in signature projects for rural, resort and gateway 
communities throughout the American West. 
 
Roger is a Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers, a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners and a Certified Floodplain Manager. From 2000 to 2013 he was a 
member of the ASCE Committee for America’s Infrastructure, which produces the Report Card 
for America’s Infrastructure. He is also Past President of the Oregon Section of ASCE and of the 
Montana Association on of Planners. He graduated from the University of Virginia in 1982. 
 
For more information, please contact Candi Millar, Director, Planning and 

Community Services Department, 657-8249 or email at millarc@ci.billings.mt.us . 
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