Yellowstone County DUI Task Force Meeting Minutes
July 19, 2012

Present: Barbara Grossman, Sharmon Brougham, Walter Shore, Stephanie Hons, Craig Baum, John
Bedford, Jeannie Martin, Roger Gordon, David Carter, Kevin Holland, Lauren Little, Monty Wallis, Darla
Tyler-McSherry. Excused: Chuck Bratsky, Mary Aggers, Tammi Reimer, Rod Souza.

Meeting called to order at 12:03 PM.

David asked the group if there were any follow up questions or discussion from last month’s RFP vote.
No items regarding the RFP were brought forward.

A motion was made to approve the June meeting minutes. Motion seconded and approved.

David had an opportunity to speak with Shane Winden from Billings PD about DUI laws in Australia and
Tasmania. He had recently travelled to those areas through a Rotary scholarship. They do not allow the
culture to serve as an excuse for drinking and driving. A suspected drunk driver is automatically
subjected to a breath test. First offense of DUI equals 30 days of a boot on the vehicle. Second offense
equals 90 days of the boot. On the third offense the car and seized and crushed. It doesn’t matter who
the owner of the car is; the offenses go against the vehicle. These laws and ideas might provide
opportunities to have conversations to repackage penalties for DUl in moving forward. These ideas can
project other voices and ideas. The question arose if Yellowstone County can do this without Legislative
approval? At this time the answer is unclear.

David provided an update on the strategic plan. It has been signed by the Commissioners and sent to
the state. One proposed idea in the plan called to explore implementing a straw campaign with willing
establishments. A different color of straw is used for the number of drinks a patron has had. The goal is
to increase awareness of the amount of alcohol consumed.

We will continue to explore the idea of using Twitter and/or some form of social media to communicate
information and updates. We will look at this more intently as the Legislative season approaches.

The Montana Crime Prevention Association will host its annual conference in Billings October 22-25.

The Task Force will conduct a breakout session that may serve a two-fold purpose: to show how we
successfully implemented our Legislative Forum two years ago and provide information on our current
projects and accomplishments. This may provide an opportunity for us to share information with local
legislators. Another option to explore is utilizing the Visionet Q&A with the legislators during the session
at the MSU B downtown campus. We will further define the details of our presentation at the MCPA
conference at our next meeting.



The Ales for Trails event is set for September 28. The Task Force indicated we should have a presence at
that event again. This will be an agenda item for the August meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 12:48 PM.



